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L I B B Y U P D A T E
J u l y 25, 2000

Grace Draf t Work P l a n for the Export Plant
The initial work p l a n ( J u n e 6, 2000) developed by W.R. Grace was considered incomplete and inadequate inaddre s s ing the desired and needed c l eanup at the site by both the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) andthe Department of Environmental Qual i ty (DEQ). On J u n e 28, 2000, W.R. Grace de l ivered a revised work p l a nincorporat ing both E P A ' s a n d D E Q ' s comments. T h e revised p l a n s u b s t a n t i a l l y changed t h e or iginal p r o p o s a l f oasbestos removal at the former Export Plant. The major change was to decontaminate each bu i ld ing on theproper ty rather than do total d emol i t i on . A f t e r a l e n g t h y discuss ion with the EPA ( i n c l u d i n g p o i n t i n g out DEQ'sconcerns about decontaminat ion vs. d e m o l i t i o n ) , DEQ was in formed that the EPA must give W.R. Grace theo p p o r t u n i t y to try to abate the b u i l d i n g s rather than demol i sh . However, by c o l l e c t i n g s a m p l e s and assessing tW.R. G r a c e ' s e f f o r t s , EPA will have the ability to determine whether W.R. G r a c e ' s e f f o r t s are successful atthe end of remedial work and whether d emo l i t i on is u l t i m a t e l y needed.
On J u l y 12, 2000, EPA and DEQ held a conference call (in the Libby o f f i c e ) with W.R. Grace to discuss theagencies' comments on the revised work plan. A f t e r a lengthy debate and discussion (more than 3 hours), it wdetermined that the revised work p l a n would be approved a f t e r W.R. Grace incorporated the comments ou t l ine
in EPA's comment letter. Prior to the phone conference with W.R. Grace, EPA and DEQ discussed the revisedwork p l a n and it was determined that most of DEQ's comments were s imi lar to EPA's. All o u t s t a n d i n g DEQcomments were discussed and settled between EPA and DEQ. For example , the revised work p lan does notdiscuss the relocation of the current proper ty user, M i l l w o r k s Wes t; however, a f t e r d i s cu s s ing this with the EPDEQ learned that the matter had been se t t l ed a f t e r the revised work p l a n was d e v e l o p e d .
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Once the work p l a n is a p p r o v e d , W.R. Grace wi l l begin re locat ing M i l l w o r k s West. A temporary storage f a c i l i t ywil l be buil t to house the lumber. The retail store wi l l be moved to a location in town. A f t e r the relocation iscompl e t e , W.R. Grace wil l begin abatement and c l eaning, f o l l o w e d by soil excavation. The work is expected tobegin as early as the last week of July and wi l l last a minimum of 17 weeks.
Action Memorandum - Screening Plant Facil i ty
Marcor, EPA's contractor for the asbestos removal work, c ompl e t ed the inventory of the Parker' s p r o p e r t y andhas begun decontamination. The Parker's are in the process of r e lo ca t ing into a long-term housing situation.Once their personal p r o p e r t y has been removed, d emo l i t i on of all the b u i l d i n g s wi l l begin, f o l l o w e d by c ompl e t esoil excavation. Remedial actions inc lude the removal of contaminated soil f rom the prop er ty d i r e c t l y east of thf ormer Scre en ing Plant and d i r e c t l y across the Koot ena i River ( f o r m e r railroad l o a d i n g f a c i l i t y ) . The d e m o l i t i o nof the bu i ld ing s is expected to begin as early as the last week of J u l y . The total remedial action is expected tolast a minimum of 25 weeks and cost an est imated $3.9-64.2 m i l l i o n .
Mine S i t e Proper ty I s s u e
W.R. Grace and the Kootenai Development Corporat ion (KDC) are s t i l l n ego t i a t ing the sale of the mine siteback to Grace. Messages about the sale of the p r o p e r t y are a bit c o n f u s i n g . The latest u p d a t e from MarkOwens (current owner) and Grace (Allan S t r i n g e r ) is that W.R. Grace is buying the entire mine site f r om KDCand that the agreement will be complete prior to the end of the month. However, the message from the EPA isthat the EPA has an agreement (not signed yet) with Mark Owens a l l o w i n g EPA access to the site for d i s p o s a l .The agreement i n d e m n i f i e s Mark Owens of any and all l i a b i l i t y f r o m any and all material d i spo s ed of by theEPA at the mine site. However, in the revised work p l a n , W.R. Grace propos e s two d i s p o s a l op t i on s for thecontaminated soil and material f r o m the Export Plant , (1) d i s p o s a l at the mine site, and (2) d i s p o s a l at a landfillSpokane . Finally, a f t e r the July 12, 2000, phone conference c a l l , W.R. Grace indicated that they are s t i l l lookinat d i s p o s a l areas at the mine site and that the mine site location was their pr e f e rr ed option.
Rainy Creek Road
Rainy Creek Road will be treated with a temporary dust abatement so lut ion (most l i k e l y magnesium c h l o r i d e ) inAugus t . The road has been closed to p u b l i c t r a f f i c ( s igns are currently being p o s t e d ) . Once all remedial work isc o m p l e t e d , EPA will pave the road from H i g h w a y 37 up to the gate (end of county p r o p e r t y ) . Who wil l bere spons ib l e for the cost for long-term maintenance of the paved road is, as of yet, undetermined.
M e d i c a l Center
The f a c i l i t y that wi l l house the medical screening program is opera t ional . The medical screening of Libbyresidents has begun. More than 500 p e o p l e have been screened so far . To date, a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,260 residentshave been scheduled for medical te s t ing. Finally, EPA is l ook ing into ways for arranging the screening of f ormeworkers now l i v i n g in N e v a d a .
Resident ia l H o m e I n s u l a t i o n I s s u e
Both the EPA and the DEQ f e e l strongly that potential dangers associated with vermiculite home insulation ishigh and should be looked at in greater de ta i l . In a d d i t i o n , both the EPA and the DEQ have stated numeroustimes, and continue to stress, that residents should not di s turb the in su la t i on in their homes since the in su la t i ocould contain dangerous l eve l s of asbestos. EPA has mentioned that 119 homes have been s a m p l e d to date, ythe agency cannot determine the level of risk in homes due to numerous problems. EPA wil l be able to in f ormthe p u b l i c of the po t ent ia l risk (or non risk) once the Phase II inve s t iga t ion is c ompl e t ed later thi s summer.
Phase I I I n v e s t i g a t i o n



To determine the level of risk associated with res idential homes, EPA is d e v e l o p i n g an inve s t igat ion p lan . Thef o l l o w i n g out l ines E P A ' s propo s ed actions:
1.Collec t pure asbestos samples from the mine (col l ec t ed this J u n e ) .2.Develop new s tandards for te s t ing f r o m the sample s (current ly being c o m p l e t e d ) .3.Test s tandards using d i f f e r e n t analyt i ca l methods. M e t h o d s inc lude Transmi s s i on ElectronMicroscopy, S c a n n i n g Electronic Micro s copy (two type s). Polar iz ed Ligh t Micro s copy, andI n f r a r e d S p e c t r o s c o p y . (DEQ and EPA are in the process of reviewing the p l a n ) .4.Re-analyze past re s ident ial in su la t i on and dust sample s .

In a d d i t i o n , the EPA will conduct an Exposure Scenario Asses sment. The Exposure Scenario wi l l d ep i c t d a i l yre s ident ia l scenarios. EPA s a m p l i n g teams will enter homes to conduct a d d i t i o n a l t e s t ing of homes. F o u rscenarios wil l be evaluated:
1 .Daily c l eaning of home (i.e. vacuuming, d u s t i n g , sweeping etc);2.Working in the attic (i.e. f i x i n g a light);3.Worse case scenario aggressive s a m p l i n g (indoor t e s t ing with a l e a f b lower); and4.Outside working in the garden or on the gravel driveway.

Work wi l l start in Augus t . EPA p l a n s on t e s t ing 20 more homes using the above f o u r scenarios.
Finally, the EPA is revising the f ormer risk assessment m e t h o d o l o g y for asbestos. Expert s in risk assessment(RA) for asbestos wi l l d e v e l o p a RA using tremol i t e as the major component. In a d d i t i o n , the RA will look at thrisk of f i b er s of all l ength s and widths. T h i s will be comple t ed by this fall.
Points of Int er e s t

Ambient air s ampl e s co l l e c t ed in the town have shown no l eve l s of asbestos f i b e r s present in the town.
EPA is o f f e r i n g (on July 29, 2000) to the p u b l i c a f r e e education session on how to h a n d l e asbestosproper ly .
EPA is o f f e r i n g (at a cost of $200/per s on) to the p u b l i c 40-hour hazard waste training course in Libby.
EPA is p l a n n i n g on hiring 15-20 local persons to h e l p work on the remedial work.
M a r c o r / E P A wil l hire some local p e o p l e to h e l p with the removal at the Scre en ing Plant .
The local ho sp i t a l is s tar t ing to look into s e t t ing up a Libby T r u s t that can h e l p p e o p l e with their long-termmedical cost. Mike Donovan, F r a n k Crowley and Alan Payne attended the last CAG meet ing to di scusstrust opt ions .
DEQ will inspect the f ormer Grace E x f o l i a t i o n F a c i l i t y in Lewistown on Monday, July 24, 2000.


